Tax Deductions for Writers

Advertising (business cards, brochures, fliers)

Bad debts (if someone has owed you for more than two years, and you can show proof


of trying to collect it.

Car expenses (can take actual expenses prorated [gas, oil, repairs, insurance, tags, etc., 

but if you do this you have to keep all receipts) or it’s simpler—and usually better—just to take the mileage deduction allowed by IRS. Keep track of all your miles—to the post office, to the office supply store, to meet a writer for lunch, writers’ clubs and seminars—anything connected with writing.

Commissions—this would be, for example, if you had an agent.

Depreciation—on office equipment or computer that cost over $100 and was expected

to last over a year. (This can be taken over several years or there is a way it can all be taken the first year.)

Insurance—if you rented an office and had insurance; if you have an office in the home, 

you can take a portion of the insurance; or if you have separate insurance on your equipment.

Interest—you can no longer take interest as a deduction on your personal Schedule A; 

however, if you have a credit card you use solely for your business, you can deduct the interest, or if you have a credit card at an office supply store. Also interest on a plane credit card, if you use it to fly to seminars.

Legal & professional expenses—if you pay someone to do your income taxes, your self-

employment portion may be deducted; or if you pay someone to look over a contract or to try to collect money owed you.

Office expense—this is not office supplies; this is anything you do to your office in the 

way of decorating, repairs (carpet, drapes), etc.

Rent or lease—if you rent or lease any business equipment. Be careful here, however; if 

you end up buying the equipment then you may have to go back to the first year and show depreciation for the time you had it.

Repairs and maintenance—any repairs on your equipment, or if you purchase a 

maintenance agreement.

Supplies—here is where you list all your office supplies—and don’t forget little things 

like staples, paper clips, pens, correction fluid, rubber bands, etc.

Taxes and licenses—any taxes or licenses you need for your business. (For example, 

Arizona does have a personal property tax on your equipment, but they don’t enforce it. I didn’t even know this until I had an office downtown and registered my name.)

Travel—this is not car expenses shown above; this is such things as plane tickets, rental 

cars, cab fares, parking fees, tolls, etc.

Meals and entertainment—if you take a writer to dinner, to a baseball game, etc. Don’t 

forget such things as tips, etc. However, only 50% of this is deductible. Your own meals are deductible if you stay overnight.

Utilities—for a rented office, or if you have an office in your home, you can prorate your 


utilities.

(Deductions on the preceding page are placed line by line on your Schedule C for a self-employed person. Those listed below are miscellaneous deductions that go on Part V—Other Expenses. You may have more. These are just some I deduct every year.)

Postage

Telephone (you can deduct monthly telephone bill only if you have a separate business 

line. Otherwise, you can deduct such things as Call Waiting, Conference Calls, long distance calls, and don’t forget your Internet fees.)

Books and publications—this is a biggie for writers. Any magazine you buy can be 

deducted here as it is a possible market or a newspaper you take solely for business. Don’t forget sample magazines you send for.

Printing and copies

Cards and gifts

Bank charges

Camera/tape recorder (these two you may have to prorate if you also use them for 

personal use. I bought a separate tape recorder strictly for business. However, any portion you use 100% for business—i.e., film for a seminar, cassette tapes you bought for an interview,  film developing, etc—is 100% deductible. And don’t forget repairs on your camera and tape recorder.)

Subcontracting—I sometimes pay someone to type for me

Dues for business clubs

Loss—I sometimes have a loss on books sold

If you have a home office, you can also prorate deductions on such things as landscaping, repairs (air conditioning/heating), exterminating, carpet cleaning, real estate taxes, interest and house insurance, plus depreciation. This gets sticky, so talk to someone before deducting a home office.

